THE PSYGHO-
CULTURAL
UNDERPINNINGS
OF EVERYDAY
FASCGISM



THE
PSYCHO-CULTURAL
UNDERPINNINGS OF
EVERYDAY FASCISM



ii

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM BLOOMSBURY

Euthanasia and the Ethics of a Doctor’s Decisions, Ole Hartling
Hope, Simon Wortham
How to Think about the Climate Crisis, Graham Parkes
On Resistance, Howard Caygill
The Political Power of Visual Art, Daniel Herwitz



THE
PSYCHO-CULTURAL
UNDERPINNINGS OF
EVERYDAY FASCISM

Dialogue as Resistance

MARCIA TIBURI

BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC
LONDON = XEW YORK = OXFORI « NEW DELHI = SYDNEY



BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc
50 Bedford Square, London, WC1B 3DP, UK
1385 Broadway, New York, NY 10018, USA
29 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2, Ireland

BLOOMSBURY, BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC and the Diana logo are
trademarks of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

First published in 2015 in Brazil as Como conversar com um fascista
by Marcia Tiburi
First published in Great Britain 2022

Copyright © Marcia Tiburi, 2022

Marcia Tiburi has asserted her right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents
Act, 1988, to be identified as Author of this work.

For legal purposes the Acknowledgments on p. xv constitute an
extension of this copyright page.

Cover design by Holly Bell

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior
permission in writing from the publishers.

Bloomsbury Publishing Plc does not have any control over, or responsibility for,
any third-party websites referred to or in this book. All internet addresses given
in this book were correct at the time of going to press. The author and publisher
regret any inconvenience caused if addresses have changed or sites have ceased
to exist, but can accept no responsibility for any such changes.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.

ISBN: HB: 978-1-3501-6536-6
PB: 978-1-3501-6537-3
ePDF: 978-1-3501-6538-0
eBook: 978-1-3501-6539-7

Typeset by RefineCatch Limited, Bungay, Suffolk

To find out more about our authors and books visit www.bloomsbury.com
and sign up for our newsletters.

iv


www.bloomsbury.com

CONTENTS

Foreword  vii

Acknowledgments  xv

Introduction 1

The Fascist Rise in Brazil 1
Grotesque Performance, Machismo and Cynicism 7
Psycho-Power 11

Brazil, Neoliberalism and Pandemic 14

1 How to Talk to Fascists—A Title as a Question 19

Performativity and the Fascist Language Game 23

The Act and the Fascist Language Game: Turbofascism 25

Fascism as Political Technology—The Unbelievable Brazilian
Example Among Many Others 27

Tropical Fascism—About Bolsonaro and Trump, Brazil and the
United States 35

Resentment and Mimicking 40

The “Wall” as a Xenophobic Ritual in the Age of the
Spectacle 44

Ridiculous as the Core of Fascist Propaganda 48

2 Potential Fascism 59

Authoritarian Thinking Regime 65

Hate for Everyone 72

Machine to Produce Fascists—The Origin and Transmission
of Hatred 75

Language Consumerism 79



vi

CONTENTS

Paranoia and Ecstasy 84

Cognitive Deficiency 89

On Emptiness: Thinking, Feeling, Acting and the Lack
Thereof 95

Cultural Industry of Anti-Politics—The Manipulative
Character 99

Cultural Semi-Training 103

Capitalist Reductionism 105

Fascist Rhetoric: Magic Words, Clichés and Distortion

Ready Thought Victims 114

Lynching—Complicity and Murder 117

The Banality of Death 120

The Culture of Harassment 127

The Logic of Rape 130

Myth and Resentment—Brazil Repressed 137

The Eurocentric Paradigm 142

Hermeneutic Violence—The Question of the Other

Paranoia and Self-Referentiality 155

The Effort of Dialogue 159

Ethics and Subjectivity—A Dialogical Question 165
A Theoretical-Practical Experiment 168
Experimentum Crucis 171

The Digital Misadventure 178

Mechanical Speaking 183

Bibliography 187
Index 191

107

144



FOREWORD

Brazil is a country famous for its exuberant nature. The Amazon
Forest loved by tourists, who are also attracted by the fun of fabulous
popular festivals such as Carnival. There are those who get to know
Brazil through soccer players who become rich playing on foreign
teams. Others know Brazil as the most extensive country in Latin
America, and only one where Portuguese is spoken. Today Brazil is
known for its high levels of social inequality, for state, urban and
police violence, for crimes of racism, femicide, and the record killing
of LGBTQIA+ people. A country where the prison population is
immense, where human rights are not respected and where, incredible
as it may seem, a strange president has been elected due to the equally
strange fascist wave that has swept the country.

All over the world Bolsonaro has become the only issue involving
the country, transformed into hell since his election. Using a terrifying
hate speech and many demonstrations of prejudice, Bolsonaro was
elected in 2018 and, despite all the evil he has been causing to
the people, remains in office. Many wonder how he came to be
president of a country that was emerging as an increasingly important
economy on a global scale. Many also wonder how it was even
possible that he was democratically elected. Some believe there was
election fraud, others believe in brainwashing. Political processes have
reasons that reason itself does not know. We know that the election

was abnormal. To choose authoritarianism, under the penalty of
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viii FOREWORD

imploding democracy as has happened in Brazil, was not a
rational act. To understand a little better the process that has brought
Bolsonaro to power, we need to examine basic aspects of Brazilian
history.

The history of Brazil begins in 1500 with the arrival of the
Portuguese. Today we talk about “invasion” and no longer about
“discovery” as it was taught in schools during the 21 years of military
dictatorship, from 1964 to 1985, when the indigenous peoples
inhabiting the territory began to be decimated, precisely following
the European invasion. Those who survived have always been the
targets of continuous state violence. At the time this book the
indigenous people were greatly affected by COVID-19 in the absence
of adequate public policies; they have suffered the consequences of
negationism transformed into a form of government by current
President Jair Bolsonaro. Mining has been liberated in important
preserved territories and the assassination of environmental activist
leaders is becoming more and more common. There are increasingly
uncontrolled levels of deforestation. Bolsonaro is a national problem
for Brazilians who yearn for democracy, but he is also a worldwide
problem for those with ecological and democratic concerns.

Bolsonaro is the result of an authoritarian political history that
many people in Brazil believed to be part of the past. He was elected
by bringing back speeches that were thought to be overcome long ago.
Bolsonaro represents an immense regression and decadence for those
who believe in progressive social, political and economic ideas. As an
internal colonizer, Bolsonaro awkwardly declared his love for Donald
Trump and saluted the American flag while, at the same time, he

debauched the dead by COVID-19 in his own country. It is evident
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that the typical authoritarian submission of the fascists has as
correspondent the authoritarian aggressiveness against those who
think differently from them. Bolsonaro is the neo-fascist, precisely
because he is the new colonizer who is carrying out the neoliberalization
project in Brazil and Latin America. To say that Brazil has become a
neoliberal laboratory is nothing new. It is the recolonization that
returns as a kind of destiny to those countries on the periphery of
capitalism.

Colonization in Brazil is an ongoing process. Having started with
the Portuguese, it was followed during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries by the arrival of Germans and Italians, and is continued
today with national and foreign neoliberals, who show no respect for
the country. Labor rights are being destroyed; all institutions are
dismantled while at the same time, conservative ideologies that
seemed to be consigned to history are beginning to re-emerge. Slavery
as part of colonization formally ended in 1888, but, as in the USA,
remains a festering wound on the Brazilian psyche.

Nowadays racism is considered a felony in Brazil. The issue was
hidden for a long time, but has re-emerged following the rise of
Bolsonaro. The issues surrounding exploitation of workers, the hatred
for the poor, for women, the physically handicapped, the LGBTQI+
population, advances daily in the country culture. The general climate
is one of political polarization. President Bolsonaro urged the entire
population to arm themselves for a civil war while the number of
deaths by COVID-19 continues to grow.

In this context, one can ask: how has fascism returned so quickly,
when less than ten years ago Brazilians were approving Dilma

Rousseft’s government? Well, fascism is a political technology and
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has more difficulty sustaining itself in societies with high democratic
density. However, it fructifies in countries where democracy is sparse
and has not been able to confront its authoritarian past.

Since the Proclamation of the Republic at the end of the 19th
century, Brazil has several coups détat. The most traumatic was the
Military Coup of 1964, responsible for the assassination of an entire
progressive generation. That coup implemented a regime of economic,
moral, political and cultural corruption that has not been elaborated
until now. Twenty years after the coup, in the 1983 and 1984, the
people took to the streets in a movement called “Diretas J4”, but only
managed to elect its representatives by direct vote in 1989. In 1988 a
new Constitution was approved, which should have remained in force
until today, but is, in practice, suspended. In fact, the country today
exists as a kind of state of exception in which the legislative, the
judiciary, the media and even the current religious powers are
in league with each other when it comes to disrespecting the
Constitution.

Brazil was governed by right-wing parties until 2002, when Luis
Ignacio Lula da Silva, a metallurgical syndicalist, who had been one of
the main leaders of the Diretas Jd movement, was elected President of
the Republic by the Workers’ Party, the largest party in Latin America.
Brazil lived its best years from that moment on. Dilma Rousseff was
succeeded Lula in 2010 and was re-elected in 2014. During her term,
she had the highest approval ratings as president, even more than
Lula himself.

Dilma Rousseff was impeached in 2016 accused of fiscal

mismanagement, but these charges have since been disproved.
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President Jair Bolsonaro continues to practice the same policies, yet
these are not “crimes” by the press or the judiciary, but purely budget
“tricks”. Jair Bolsonaro has committed real crimes, such as neglect of
the public health crisis, interference in the Federal Police and
obstruction of justice, ideological falsehood and support for anti-
democratic actions, but yet the Federal Justice does not turn against
him institutionally. More than sixty impeachment requests have been
sent to Congress and it is widely acknowledged that the charges against
Bolsonaro are much more serious than those that led to the successful
prosecution of Rousseff. It may seem surreal but corrupt politicians
are free while she, who has committed no crime, has been deposed.
For Lula da Silva it was even worse. He was arrested and imprisoned
for over a year without evidence, on the false charge of receiving an
apartment as a bribe. This is one of the most bizarre chapters of the so-
called “Car Wash Operation (Operagao Lava Jato)” that began in 2014
lead by a judge who later became Minister of Justice in Bolsonaro’s
government. Lulas persecution was notorious. The apartment in
question was a low-scale property on a lower-middle-class beach that
Lula had visited once, with his now deceased wife, but was not interested
in buying. What mattered to his persecutors was any kind of scandal
involving Lula that would destroy his image and, above all, keep him
away from the electoral process. At the time of writing, former president
Lula da Silva has been cleared, the charges against him have been
annulled and his lawyers are still fighting to show how he was subjected
to the politics of “Lawfare’, that is, that politics in which the law is used
as a weapon. The former judge is being judged for his criminal acts

under the Brazilian Constitution.
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The goal of Car Wash Operation was to remove Lula da Silva from
the 2018 to pave the way for a candidate on the right, whose
representatives were outraged at losing the elections to in 2002.
However, the right-wing candidates were apathetic and had already
been defeated by Lula and Dilma’s party in previous elections. Car
Wash Operation was fundamental. It produced arrests without
evidence, proceeding against the proper legal processes. Spectacular
coercive conduct was televised making it clear that the judiciary was
allied with media powers in the 2018 election. Under Brazilian law,
judges and prosecutors are not allowed to take political action, but
this was not respected. Sérgio Moro and other agents of justice have
been disrespecting the Constitution without any kind of control by
the higher courts.

Rousseft was re-elected in 2014, but the previous year had been
one of fierce symbolic disputes, when the fall of her government
appeared to be taking place. Similarly, the depositions of the
presidents in Honduras in 2009 and Paraguay in 2012 were produced
without legal bases, in completely irregular processes. The same
happened with Dilma Rousseff. There was one more element in
Brazil’s case: popular mobilization, built from 2013 onwards in a
curious way.

In July 2013 the population of the largest Brazilian cities took the
streets in protest against an increase in the cost of public transport.
Everything resembled the Arab Spring. At first the masses seemed
to be driven only by a democratic ideal repressed by the police. After
a few days, however, the extreme right started to dominate the
streets, using social media to incite a mood of hatred against the

government. Even the hegemonic media, who had first attacking



FOREWORD xiii

the demonstrations, later defended them in a clear manipulation of
the popular agenda.

At this point, Bolsonaro had been a deputy for the state of Rio de
Janeiro for over two decades. In the National Congress he was not
taken seriously. He was even considered a person with mental
problems. His ascent to power began in 2013 when he started to
appear on social media networks, riding the wave of hatred that has
started to invade Brazil. Hate speeches were promoted both on
television and on social media networks by the most diverse and
important figures on the political and media scene and Bolsonaro
became a kind of keynote speaker. On April 17, 2016, the day Dilma
Rousseff’s impeachment was voted in the chamber of deputies, he
made an inflammatory speech praising the colonel who had been
Dilma Rousseft’s torturer during her imprisonment in the military
dictatorship. On that day, it was clear that the Brazilian nation was
shocked by the speeches of deputies, many of whom approved the
impeachment on behalf of their families and God. It was a real freak
show, stuffed with rudeness and stupidity. Bolsonaro became a kind of
hero, the Ubu Rei of the grotesque theater.

From then on, Bolsonaro gained more visibility than ever before.
He, who had been considered “a bad element” by the Brazilian armed
forces, ended up becoming not only the candidate of the anti-
democratic forces in Brazil, but also of those that seemed democratic
but willing to defeat the left at all costs. Supported by right-wing and
far-right parties—which encompass the economic elite, the judiciary,
the hegemonic media, and the evangelical churches—a marketing
“character” was created with the help of Steve Bannon. The “character”

Bolsonaro won the elections using illicit mechanisms such as mass
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messaging by applications like WhatsApp, whose content was Fake
News against his opponent. Bolsonaro did not participate in the public
debates involving the candidates, making many suspect that the
stabbing he suffered in a crowd early in the campaign was used as an
excuse to retreat from the debates.

Brazil has become anti-democratic. The hate market industry
continues to grow for the benefit of the armament industry, of the
militarization that is becoming fiercer every day, and of the civil war
that may arise from internal tensions. What I call fascism in Brazil is
this industry technologically turbinated and economically sponsored
by groups interested in commanding the state for its market purposes.
Meanwhile, the struggle to defeat fascism enters the scene. It begins
with a dialogue capable of producing awareness of the danger that

humanity is exposed to at this moment.
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Introduction

The Fascist Rise in Brazil

Ideological, codified elements, symbolic and aesthetic constructions
allowed the advancement of an ordinary and maniac type such as
Bolsonaro in Brazilian political culture, culminating with his seizure
of power at the governmental level in 2018.

The first aspect to be analyzed to understand this phenomenon
refers precisely to the concept of fascism applicable to the Bolsonaro
case and to what has been generally called “bolsonarism” The second
refers to the capitalization of the grotesque, the ridiculous, and the
sexism in performances involving symbolic and decorative violence.
Third, we must address the issue of disinformation raised to a
paradigm in the context of the games of psycho-power that
dominated the Brazilian mentality at the time of its fascistization.
Finally, some considerations on fascism in the Brazilian context,
neoliberalism, and the pandemic may help us to shed light on the

darkness that covers us in this historical moment.



2 THE PSYCHO-CULTURAL UNDERPINNINGS OF EVERYDAY FASCISM

The term fascism, employed by Mussolini,' has been used in an
expanded way for some time. In Brazil, potential fascism,> whose core
is hatred against what is different, began to show more concrete signs
in 2013, when the “June marchs” were manipulated by the media in
favor of the Coup. Fascism is always an ideology and a political
technology that is established in daily life by diverse movements,
reaching psychosocially, individuals and groups. This ideology can
advance through governments and states, producing death and mass
destruction, as happened in Europe in the twentieth century and as it
is happening in several countries of the world today. Above all, it is
advancing, in this historical moment in Brazil.

We can define as fascism the phenomenon involving the rise of Jair
Bolsonaro. Fascism is not only a characteristic of the current Brazilian
government, made famous for its promotion of barbarity against
women, indigenous people, quilombola® people, LGBTQI+, left-
wing parties and democracy. It also includes the construction that led
to its rise, as well as the forces that sustain it today. Fascism today is,
therefore, the process by which democracy entered a state of exception,
presenting itself as a empty signifier* of an authoritarian regime
involving the judiciary, the legislative power, the media, and some
religious groups. Fascism is the project of destruction of Brazil within

the scope of neoliberalism.®

! Paxton, Robert Owe. Anatomy of Fascism. London: Penguin, 2004.

2 Adorno, Theodor; Frenkel-Brunswik, Else; Levinson, Daniel; Sanford, Nevitt. The
Authoritarian Personality. London and New York: Verso, 2019.

? Afro-descendants who live in places called “quilombos” (War camp in Kimbundu). The
quilombos were founded by ancestors who rebelled against the slavery system.

* Laclau, Ernesto. Emancipagio e Diferenga. Rio de Janeiro : EDUER], 2011.

5 Tanni, Octavio. “Neoliberalismo e Nazi-fascismo.” Critica Marxista, Sio Paulo, Shaman,
Vol.1, No. 7, 1998, pp. 112-20.
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Fascism is the appropriate name to speak about the right-wing
extremists that returned from the underground of history to our
days. It sums up the dominant authoritarian tendency articulated as
technology or the methodology of mass enchantment. Bolsonaro
became the oligarchies’ puppet. Despite managing economic, media
and religious power in Brazil, the right-wing oligarchs didn’t have
strong candidates to overthrow the left. They used him in the election
of 2018 for his popular charisma among conservatives. We can say
that Bolsonaro is the legitimate representative of “voodoo™ politics
and economics, the “crazy man” able to do everything in the name of
power, who is, at the same time, used to turn the Brazilian nation into
a hypnotic frenzy. The manipulation is carried out by the extreme
right, hides behind him.

Bolsonaro’s performance opens up space for the neoliberal project
of the destruction of the country. Bolsonaro is the facade of a project
infinitely more difficult to overcome. The dismantling of the
democratic state and the cancellation of fundamental rights advances
without limits in the hands of the ministers of economy and
environment (Paulo Guedes and Jodo Salles), responsible for
privatizations and the destruction of environmental protection’s laws.
Brazil resembles a colony from which cheap labor is demeaned and
natural resources can be extracted as in old times.

The racist, misogynistic, ultra-conservative, military and dictatorial
Brazilian oligarchies created the conditions for the rise of Bolsonaro.

These oligarchies constitute the “bolsonarism,” which includes the

¢ Harvey, David. The Condition of Postmodernity. Oxford: Blackwell, 1989.
7 ADorNoO, Theodor. Aspekte des neuen Rechtsradikalismus. Berlin: Suhrkamp, 2019.
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current renegades; politicians who previously supported and
collaborated with him. Today they try to differentiate themselves
from him, even to become candidates in the next elections, as is the
case of the former judge Sérgio Moro.® Even though Jair Bolsonaro
attacks those who put him in power and displeases the upper
bourgeoisie, who would prefer a more “aesthetically correct” person
and even after he and his secretaries of state have committed crimes
of responsibility, they all remain in office in the name of ongoing
neoliberal domination.

As a matter of fact, as long as Bolsonaro is useful to the oligarchies,
he will remain in power. In this line, fascism advances not only as a
front or ideology that covers up neoliberalism, but also as a real
industry and market. It is the cultural industry of fascism that is
developing today under new historical and micro-technological
conditions. Capital investments under fascism generate more capital,
as well as digital speed increments and the technical transmissibility
of content, imprinting a new intensity on the process of fascistization,
with expected results arriving much faster.

We can define as “turbofascism” the digital® economic and
technological intensification of fascism in our time. Unlike the fascists
of the early twentieth century, today’s fascists can make use of all kinds

of digital technology to act much more efficiently, along with companies

8 Sérgio Moro is the former judge who arrested Lula while committing countless illegalities.
Raised the hero of the extreme right, he was awarded the position of Ministrer of Justice
after election, but walked away from Bolsonaro in an attempt to remove right-wing parties
from the management of the health crisis during the pandemic. In 2021 the Brazilian
Supreme Court tried Lula’s case and he was acquitted. The charges against him were false
and were overturned. While I write this note, the judge is being tried by the Supreme Court.
? See the documentary The Great Hack, 2019, by Karim Amer and Jehane Noujaim.
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and capital investors targeting the control of such technologies.
Ideology increasingly becomes a technological and marketing issue. An
industry and market is set up Facebook and so on by the far right, in
which social networks, such as WhatsApp, are used to spread lies, smear
campaigns and “Fake News'? Even elements that might seem purely
ideological, such as hatred for the left, are turned into merchandise.
Ideology is no longer just a veil that covers up market interests or false
consciousness. It has become the very commodity that, in the form of
hate speech and misinformation, has a high power to mobilize emotions
using seemingly narcotic powers offered to the masses.

A true political economy of language, involving the production
and consumption of hatred and misinformation, advances as a
corporate fascist market in Brazil. The so-called “Office of Hate™'! uses
hate as a raw material, cultivating and distributing it with tailor-made
prices to all classes. So, if McDonald’s sells sandwiches with varied
ingredients, the hate market sells misogyny, racism, xenophobia,
capacitism, anti-intellectualism, cult and promise of return to the
military dictatorship, subservience to the USA, end of human/civil
rights, and the most diverse forms of prejudice. The target audience

are those who have been devoid of political sense, the undecided,

1 This type of activity is of course prohibited in Brazil, but the far right used it during the 2018
campaign via mobile phones with foreign numbers: https://wwwl.folha.uol.com.br/
poder/2019/10/whatsapp-admite-envio-massivo-ilegal-de-mensagens-nas-eleicoes-de-2018.
shtml. See also: https://www.uol.com.br/tilt/noticias/redacao/2020/07/02/proibidas-pela-
justica-maquinas-de-spam-no-whatsapp-continuam-operando.htm

! Said, Flavia. “Ex-aliados de Bolsonaro mostram como funciona o Gabinete do Odio”
Congresso em Foco. Brasilia, May 28, 2020. Available at: www.congressoemfoco.uol.com.br/
governo/ex-aliados-de-bolsonaro-detalham-modus-operandi-do-gabinete-do-odio/


https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2019/10/whatsapp-admite-envio-massivo-ilegal-de-mensagens-nas-eleicoes-de-2018
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2019/10/whatsapp-admite-envio-massivo-ilegal-de-mensagens-nas-eleicoes-de-2018
https://www.uol.com.br/tilt/noticias/redacao/2020/07/02/proibidas-pela-justica-maquinas-de-spam-no-whatsapp-continuam-operando.htm
https://www.uol.com.br/tilt/noticias/redacao/2020/07/02/proibidas-pela-justica-maquinas-de-spam-no-whatsapp-continuam-operando.htm
www.congressoemfoco.uol.com.br/governo/ex-aliados-de-bolsonaro-detalham-modus-operandi-do-gabinete-do-odio/
www.congressoemfoco.uol.com.br/governo/ex-aliados-de-bolsonaro-detalham-modus-operandi-do-gabinete-do-odio/
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those who abstain, the political skeptic, the easy victims of advertising
campaigns.

The enemies of the neoliberal regime have also been reduced to a
commodity. In this sense, Brazilian’s leftists became at once the object
of a political and economic investment: laborious attacks from
conservative media that resulted in direct economic and monetary
profit.’? A policy of enmity" corresponds to an economy of hostility.
Enmity becomes paradigmatic in fascist populism. At its base,
managed paranoia is elevated to a form of government at war against
institutions. It is aimed against universities, education as a whole,
knowledge, science and the arts. Brazil’s current government members
defend flat earth and negationist conspiracy theories in order to
influence masses into frenzy and confusion.

The new micro-technologies and especially the digital technology
of the Internet have changed what we call fascism. The fascism of
the twentieth century did not include television, which appeared in
1950, only after the end of the Second World War. Today’s fascism
relies on television, which in Brazil has been, for decades now, the
daily source bombarding high doses of bias and misinformation,
forming a kind of lazy citizen, prostrated before the screens.'* The
social networks only continue in an accelerated way this old work of

desubjectivation.

12 https://theintercept.com/2019/11/19/fake-news-google-blogueiros-antipetistas/

13 Mbembe, Achille. Politicas da Inimizade. Trans. Maria Langa. Lisboa: Antigona, 2017.

!4 Tiburi, Marcia. Olho de Vidro. A televisio e o estado de excegdo da imagem [Glass eye: the
television and the state of exception of the image]. Rio de Janeiro: Record, 2011.


https://theintercept.com/2019/11/19/fake-news-google-blogueiros-antipetistas/
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Grotesque Performance, Machismo
and Cynicism

The “gun” gesture, used as a mark by Bolsonaro during his campaign
in 2018, became less frequent since Brazilians have been calling him
“genocidal” That gesture was like a symbolic “sweet” threat, a “cute”
threat. Part of the bolsonarist fascist code, the threat transformed into
an advertising trait, has conquered millions of people. In the sequence,
one of Bolsonaro’s first resolutions was to free up gun licences in
Brazil. This political act involved the widespread authorization of war
and the killing of people by the police. Today it is clear that the lack of
public policies to confront the coronavirus pandemic is part of the
project to let the vulnerable population die, in a direct attack on
human rights."®

The violence we see from the government, whether verbal,
symbolic, or physical, has an ostentatious function. The perceived
threat is projected in the form of fear imposed to people. Fascism is
the aesthetic of terrorist capitalism in its desperate phase. When the
system perceives the threat overcoming it, it further intensifies its
methods of producing hegemony. Fascist war implies hegemonic
victory on a political and aesthetic level. Although the latter is
generally neglected, if well analyzed it offers a map of the system of

prejudices that aims at eliminating what and who is different.

** https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/rfi/2020/07/01/mais-de-60-ongs-denunciam-
governo-bolsonaro-na-onu-por-violacoes-de-direitos-humanos-na-pandemia.htm


https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/rfi /2020/07/01/mais-de-60-ongs-denunciam-governo-bolsonaro-na-onu-por-violacoes-de-direitos-humanos-na-pandemia.htm
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/rfi /2020/07/01/mais-de-60-ongs-denunciam-governo-bolsonaro-na-onu-por-violacoes-de-direitos-humanos-na-pandemia.htm
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In Brazil, a grotesque, infamous and ridiculous speech’® allowed
the fascist rise from the coup of 2016."” Bolsonaro became well known
when he spoke in favor of torture on the day of the impeachment of
President Dilma Rousseff. Besides Bolsonaro, the candidates, who in
the 2018 election made use of a capitalization of the ridiculous at the
absurd level, were the most voted. The grotesque discourse is political
technology used as advertisement for violence. The decorative and
ostentatious violence exhibited in the daily grotesque speeches of
their representatives allows them notoriety and spectacular capital.

Scenes of aesthetic-political brutality are decisive in the
capitalization of Bolsonaro and similar politicians. In their speeches,
they invest in bad words and unpleasant scenes that portray them as
capable of anger and rage. Bolsonaro acts as an hysterical male,
screaming while holding a weapon; gestures that grant him the power
to attack at any moment by renewing the sense of threat.

Decorative violence is on the rise in Brazilian and Latin American

politics. If in Mexico, “gore capitalism™®

plays to the aesthetics of the
narcotrafficker, in Brazil the aesthetic is one of “militia,” the male bearer
of weapons. Jair Bolsonaros sons usually appear in photos with guns.
One of them even carried a gun to a demonstration on Avenida Paulista

against the Worker’s Party well before his father became president'” and

16 See Foucault, Michel. Les Anormaux. Cours au Collége de France, 1974-1975. Ehhess,
Gallimard, Seuil, 1999.

17 See Tiburi, Marcia. Ridiculo Politico. O risivel, manipulagdo da imagem e o esteticamente
correto [Political ridiculous. The laughable, image manipulation and the aesthetically correct].
Rio de Janeiro: Record, 2017.

18 Sayak, Valencia Triana. “Capitalismo gore y necropolitica en México contemporaneo”
[Gore and necropolitical capitalism in contemporary Mexico]. Relaciones Internacionales,
No. 19, February 2012. GERI - UAM.

' https://piaui.folha.uol.com.br/materia/o-debutante/


https://piaui.folha.uol.com.br/materia/o-debutante/
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also appeared armed in photos. In a moment of fervor for this aesthetic
of violence, Sérgio Moro, then minister of justice, posed for a picture
alongside a self-portrait made with bullet shells.”

The acts of decoration of military policemen and militiamen are also
part of this aesthetic of spectacular violence used by Bolsonaro and his
sons. The case of the decoration by, then state representative, Flavio
Bolsonaro of a former policeman who later became the suspect in the
murder of Marielle Franco,” became notorious. This policeman was
honored in 2005 while serving time for murder and was himself
murdered in 2019.> Flavio Bolsonaro spectacularly posted pictures of
his corpse on social networks.” The ideology is aesthetic and works in
managing the population’s fear of meeting the same fate.

In this scenario, the far right has also been using sexuality as a
weapon of war. In the carnival of 2019, Bolsonaro caused astonishment
by posting on Twitter a video of a scene called a golden shower.** The
explicit goal was to cause strangeness and dread. It was a calculated

excess to destroy the Brazilian carnival with a moralistic speech and to

% www.noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2019/12/11/moro-ganha-obra-de-
cartuchos-de-bala.htm

! Marielle Franco was a young black councilwoman who was murdered, along with her
driver, in March 2018. Two suspects were arrested and a third participant, who was in the car,
is still missing. All investigations point to the third suspect being one of Bolsonaro’s sons, but
Bolsonaro has interfered in the police investigations about the case. The two prisoners were
at Bolsonaro’s house on the day of Marielles murder. Seee wwwl.folha.uol.com.br/
poder/2020/03/veja-tudo-o-que-sesabe-sobre-a-morte-de-marielle-dois-anos-depois.shtml
2 www.brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2019-12-20/a-trajetoria-do-chefe-miliciano-que-recebia-
parte-da-rachadinha-de-flavio-bolsonaro-segundo-o-mp.html

» https://jornaldebrasilia.com.br/politica-e-poder/video-flavio-bolsonaro-expoe-nas-
redes-sociais-a-autopsia-de-capitao-adriano/

2 QOliveira Junior, Ribamar José. “Capitalismo Gore no Brasil: entre farmacopornografia e
necropolitica, o golden shower e a continéncia de Bolsonaro”. Revista Sociologias Plurais,
Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 245-72, July, 2019.


https://jornaldebrasilia.com.br/politica-e-poder/video-flavio-bolsonaro-expoe-nas-redes-sociais-a-autopsia-de-capitao-adriano/
https://jornaldebrasilia.com.br/politica-e-poder/video-flavio-bolsonaro-expoe-nas-redes-sociais-a-autopsia-de-capitao-adriano/
www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2020/03/veja-tudo-o-que-sesabe-sobre-a-morte-de-marielle-dois-anos-depois.shtml
www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2020/03/veja-tudo-o-que-sesabe-sobre-a-morte-de-marielle-dois-anos-depois.shtml
www.brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2019-12-20/a-trajetoria-do-chefe-miliciano-que-recebia-parte-da-rachadinha-de-flavio-bolsonaro-segundo-o-mp.html
www.brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2019-12-20/a-trajetoria-do-chefe-miliciano-que-recebia-parte-da-rachadinha-de-flavio-bolsonaro-segundo-o-mp.html
www.noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2019/12/11/moro-ganha-obra-de-cartuchos-de-bala.htm
www.noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2019/12/11/moro-ganha-obra-de-cartuchos-de-bala.htm
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attack various sectors. Bolsonaro had to step back and delete the Tweet
for crossing the limits of public decency. It was no different when two
candidates for deputy from Rio de Janeiro broke a street sign bearing
Marielle Francos name during the 2018 campaign and got themselves
elected with the vast majority of votes in a display of fascism in a pure
state against the memory of a black and lesbian councilwoman, a
human rights defender who had been murdered by militias that year.

Misogyny was the keynote in the advertising campaign used against
Dilma Rousseft in the coup détat process. The basic strategy of the
hegemonic media was to associate her with madness, as a tactic that
has historically been used against women. Before the 2016 coup, in a
perversion of advertising, bumper stickers circulated showing Dilma’s
face glued to a female’s body with open legs and, in the pubic area, a
fuel pump nozzle turned into a substitute for a penis. It was the apology
of rape that traveled through the streets, naturalizing the aesthetic of
allegorical violence.

In the same line of allegory of sexual violence, several stories like Fake
News were created as artifacts of creative refinement: the so-called “gay
kit which would be a teaching material to turn children into
homosexuals, as well as a bottle with a beak in the shape of a penis.
According to this spread of stories, the Workers’ Party was distributing
these objects in schools. It may seem preposterous, but, unfortunately,
the underprivileged Brazilian population, hypnotized by fascism,
believed these lies, as they are still encouraged to believe that
“‘communists” eat little children. It is not by chance that the use of the
term pedophilia is present all the time in government speeches, especially
those of the minister of human rights and women, Damares Alves,

herself an evangelical pastor, who plays an important role in Bolsonaro’s
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government as one of the greatest exponents of the grotesque speeches

relating to sex.

Psycho-Power

Just as Foucault defined biopower as the calculation that power does
over life and “thanatopower” as the calculation that power does over
death,” we can account for the calculation that power does over what
people think and feel. It is a calculation about language, the ideological
calculation par excellence. The ideological media produce their
programming according to this calculation.

Throughout history, power has always calculated in view of the
internal capacity of the population to perceive the manipulations
against it, which would be the task of intellectuals in general, educators,
teachers and artists. To destroy this natural front of resistance is a
fundamental task of ideologies. Beyond the persecution, forged by the
demonization of characters in the usual witch-hunt climate that yields
important results, but does not conquer the totality of single thinking
or the total domination to which the ideology aspires, a fatal weapon
arises in relation to language procedures. It is cynicism that comes
to replace the whole structure of language games which sustained
the construction of the public sphere and political struggles for
recognition and rights. Cynicism not only interrupts the linguistic

forms of democracy, but it also prevents the continuity of any order of

» Foucault, Michel. Histoire de la Sexualité [History of sexuality]. La Volonté de Savoir. Paris,
Gallimard, 1994. See: Tiburi, Marcia. Delirio do Poder - psicopoder e loucura coletiva na
era da desinformacao, Record, 2019.



12 THE PSYCHO-CULTURAL UNDERPINNINGS OF EVERYDAY FASCISM

discourse. Cynicism is the death of language and, with it, the death of
politics.

The truth is a value sequestered by all ideologies, but in fascism it is
simply destroyed. The destruction of truth gives way to a kind of cynical
episteme in which misinformation is the new paradigm. The distorted,
falsified, illusory information produces an environment in which all
experience is given, from which everyone is subjected cognitively and
emotionally and thus, led to act like robots. In this sense, politicians,
media and churches have been producing spectacular and abject scenes
with the objective of shocking the masses. Such scenes are ritual images
capable of touching unprotected people in a subjective way, affecting
perception. Shocked daily by false and violent information, reached in
the “physiological” plan of their experiences,” people let themselves be
carried away without any chance to exercise the critical and reflective
thinking that, since Adorno and Horkheimer,”” has been the main
enemy of fascism which has rightly been destroyed by it.

Critical thinking is what cynicism aims to completely annihilate.
Psycho-power is, in turn, the set of ways in which lies are implanted
so that they can take the place of truth. It is not a simple lie that could
be perceived by everyone or that, unmasked, would return us to the
truth. It is a modification of the very meaning of the lie and truth in
the construction of the cynical circle, the agreement between cynics
and suckers to which, whoever is in disagreement is transformed into

the enemy, persecuted and demonized.

2 Tiircke, Christoph. Sociedade Excitada: filosofia da sensagdo [Excited society: Philosophy of
sensation]. Campinas: Unicamp, 2010.
7 Adorno, Theodor Wisengrund and Horkheimer, Max. Dialektik der Aufklirung.
Philosophische Fragmente. In: Adorno, Theodor Wisengrund. Gesammelte Werke, Vol. 3.
Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1997.
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Whole populations are led to follow the authoritarian ideology
through processes of psycho-power involving not only the traditional
media and social networks, but also the churches of the market (the
neo-Pentecostal evangelical churches), which spread prejudice and
hate speech, but also religious violence, even against the Catholic
Church, but above all, against religions of African origin.

In Brazil, neo-Pentecostal pastors of the so-called “market
churches” become wealthy using psycho-power techniques, taking
advantage of the emotional and material frailties of the poorest
population. Today, Brazilian politics is so linked to religion that it has
become common for pastors to be elected to the National Congress.
Bolsonaros baptism? by one of these pastor-politicians was a ritual
spectacle that marked his joint project with the neo-Pentecostal
church. In addition, religious hatred walks pari passu with hatred of
women, feminists and gender politics. There is a real rhetoric of
disorientation in which “gender” has come to be treated as ideology in
a historical distortion.*

There is a war against everything and everyone, limitless in its goal to
serve the capital. This is the working of the neoliberal ideology, itself an
unbounded big business, aiming at promoting a lawless society to the
benefit of neoliberal “market laws”* This service is carried out as a

ritualistic promotion of narcotic effect. Fascism is a profound enjoyment

# Campos, Leonildo Silveira. Teatro, templo e mercado : organizagdo e marketing de um
empreendimento neopentecostal. Sio Paulo: editora Vozes, 1997.

» www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmDZE6jGtfRU

% See Tiburi, Marcia. “The Functionality of Gender Ideology in the Brazilian Political and
Economics Context” In Conor Foley (ed.) In Spite of You: Bolsonaro and the New Brazilian
Resistance. New York and London: OR Books, 2018.

3! Casara, Rubens. Sociedade sem lei: Pés-democracia, personalidade autoritdria, idiotizagio
e barbdrie. Rio de Janeiro: Civilizagao Brasileira, 2018.


www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmDE6jGtfRU
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of those who can no longer feel alive because their subjectivities have

been destroyed in a historical process of desubjectivation.

Brazil, Neoliberalism and Pandemic

Latin America has long been seen as a “laboratory for the experience
of neoliberal policies”* Neoliberalism and neo-Nazifascism come
together in the project of Jair Bolsonaro, brought to the presidency by
militiamen (an increasingly powerful Brazilian mafia), the oligarchies,
the bourgeoisie, and the lower middle class. The Brazilian issue
becomes even more serious if we remember that there are more than
300 neo-Nazi groups® in Brazil that use the swastika as a symbol, and
this number is growing. We can already speak of “Nazism” in the
Bolsonaro government when we see demonstrations such as that of a
secretary of state imitating none other than Joseph Goebbels.** The

association with ideas and images of so-called “White Power,” or US

32 Bandeira, Luiz Alberto Moniz. “As politicas neoliberais e a crise na América do Sul”. Revista
brasileira de Politica Internacional, Brasilia, Vol. 45, No. 2, pp. 135-46, December, 2002.
 The “300 do Brasil,” in fact, gathers approximately thirty people led by Sara Geromini,
who uses the name of the Nazi socialite Sara Winter (Sara Domville-Taylor, 1870-1944) as
her nickname. www.apublica.org/2020/05/especialistas-apontam-semelhancas-entre-os-
300-de-sara-winter-e-grupos-fascistas-europeus

3 The former Secretary of Culture Roberto Alvim, in a video imitating Goebbels, with a
similar scenario and costume almost identical to the one used by the Nazi in a speech,
quoted the speech of the fascist himself ipsis litteris: “Brazilian art in the next decade will be
heroic and will be national. It will be endowed with great capacity for emotional involvement
and will be equally imperative, since it is deeply linked to the urgent aspirations of our
people, or else it will be nothing” In Goebbels: a Biography by Peter Longerich (Random
House, 2015) we find the following words of the German in the speech quoted by Alvim:
“German art of the next decade will be heroic, will be ferociously romantic, will be objective
and free of sentimentalism, will be national with great pathos and equally imperative and
binding, or else it will be nothing”


www.apublica.org/2020/05/especialistas-apontam-semelhancas-entre-os-300-de-sara-winter-e-grupos-fascistas-europeus
www.apublica.org/2020/05/especialistas-apontam-semelhancas-entre-os-300-de-sara-winter-e-grupos-fascistas-europeus
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white supremacism, which derives from the Ku Klux Klan and has
representatives all over the world, is growing as well, even though Latin
American members are not recognized by Caucasian supremacists as
“white” Brazilian “brown” fascists understand themselves as “whites,”
carrying out racist attacks against blacks. In Brazil, the extreme-right
news media has profited a lot from this conjuncture.

If we take into account what Adorno and Horkheimer said in 1947,
that technical rationality is the rationality of domination,® we
understand today’s neo-Nazifascism as an enterprise whose success lies
in the technological increment allied to capital. We can say that we have
moved from an analogical fascism to a digital Nazifascism. The Internet
is a market in which people are treated as slaves and commodities at the
same time, dominated and made believe as the dominant, maneuvered
as agents of hatred and chaos in exchange for emotional compensation.
On the social networks each citizen is sold by himself or herself.
Someone feeds backin a circuit of spectral recognition, of compensatory
“likes” in which narcissism is the stimulant. The ideological explosion
of fascism is a marketing and technological explosion that has hatred
dissemination in social networks as a proof of its reach, but whose
background is the gap of social recognition that the networks offer in
an immense narcissistic distortion.

We are facing the functioning of techno-spectral political warfare
aiming at psycho-power to promote the annihilation of subjectivity,
placing everyone in the position of fascistized robots capable of

consuming hatred.

* Adorno, Theodor; Horkheimer, Max. Dialektik der Aufklirung. Philosophische
Fragmente. In: Adorno, Theodor Wisengrund. Gesammelte Werke, Vol. 3. Frankfurt am
Main: Suhrkamp, 1997.
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From this point, human action is controlled. Ideology closes all
doors to another theoretical and practical imaginary. Thinking
reflexively becomes more and more an act of resistance. Linguistic
acts are precisely actions whose performativity,® that is, the effects
they cause in the world, we can understand. Thus, it is the nature of
the fascist act that must be analyzed in the context of micro-technology
and digital media in order to defeat the current Nazifascism at the
moment it establishes itself in our culture.

The digital act is the beginning of our robotization. It is the gesture
that defines the new daily form, but it is also the core of a tactic by
which the “digital cultural industry” uses the whole of human lives,
their thoughts, emotions and actions. The replacement of the
schematism of thought by the cultural industry was already a form of
psycho-power. In this sense, technical rationality as a form of
domination is, itself, the fundamental form of psycho-power.

There will be no overcoming of any kind of fascism if we do not
dismantle the strategies of psycho-power, which make use of
disinformation and its diffusion in processes of mass desubjectivation,
In other words, it is simple “brainwashing;*” which today does not
need to be carried out with torture procedures, but only with the
“torturing” products of the cultural industry and the crazy and
narcotic lines of fascist leaders.

In this context, Bolsonaro became a national terror during the

2020 pandemic. While in some countries the incompetence of

3 Austin, J.L.. How to Do Things with Words [Como fazer coisas com palavras]. M. Sbisa e
J.O. Urmson (eds), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975.

37 Klein, Naomi. The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism. Picador, 2008. Klein
shows us how brainwashing is produced at the technical level and how it has been used in
research in 